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WISH YOU HAD GONE  
TO UNIVERSITY?

THINKING ABOUT A  
NEW CAREER PATH?

NEED TO GET SOME  
MORE QUALIFICATIONS 
UNDER YOUR BELT TO  
SECURE THAT NEXT JOB?

Universities, and an increasing number 
of employers, are expecting applicants to 
hold a minimum of a 4 (C) grade in both 
GCSE Maths and English. If you didn’t 
quite make the grade when you were at 
school, our GCSE evening classes are the 
perfect opportunity to help you secure  
the grade you need.

If you have a particular passion for 
healthcare and want a formal qualification 
to give you the edge at interviews, to help 
you advance in an existing job or to qualify 
for a healthcare related degree course 
then the Access for Higher Education 
Diploma in Healthcare is for you.

You can achieve all of this while  
enjoying our college facilities in a friendly 
and supportive environment. Keep 
reading to find out more about the adult 
education courses on offer this year.



ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION DIPLOMA

IN HEALTHCARE (NURSING & MIDWIFERY/
HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE)

DURING THIS ONE YEAR COURSE YOU WILL LEARN ABOUT A 
WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH-RELATED TOPICS FROM ANATOMY AND 
PHYSIOLOGY TO PSYCHOLOGY AND HEALTHCARE PRACTICE. 

You will gain knowledge, understanding 
and skills, which will prepare you for 
study at degree level and a subsequent 
career in the healthcare industry. It’s the 
ideal course to take if you wish to go 
to university but left school without the 
necessary qualifications.

You will be allocated a tutor and have 
access to all college facilities, including 
the library, and any additional learning 
support needs. 

COURSE TIMINGS
The course runs on Tuesday evenings 
(17:00-20:00) and Wednesday daytime 
(08:30-17:00) during term time only.

TOPICS INCLUDE
• Human physiology (18 credits)

• Professional healthcare practice  
(18 credits)

• Psychology (18 credits)

• Study skills (6 credits)

• Completion of a UCAS application 
and practice university admissions 
interview.

ASSESSMENT 
• Unit assignments

• Two exams

• Exam board: Ascentis.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A minimum of a grade C/4 in GCSE 
Maths and English or a Level 2 Functional 
Skills qualification.

POSSIBLE CAREER OPTIONS
Nurse, midwife, physiotherapist,  
social worker or paramedic.

POSSIBLE UNIVERSITY OPTIONS
The majority of universities (including the 
University of Southampton) accept this 
diploma for entry to nursing, midwifery, 
physiotherapy, social work and some 
other health-related courses.

STUDENT FINANCE
COURSE FEE
• The course costs £3,000

• You are exempt from paying these fees 
if you are aged 19-23 and have not yet 
achieved a full level 3 qualification.

ADVANCED LEARNER LOAN
• All students over the age of 19 are 

eligible to apply for an Advanced 
Learner Loan to fund this course

• If you take up this loan and then go on 
to complete a higher education course, 
you will be eligible to have the balance 
of the loan written off. However, if you 
don’t complete either course you will 
need to repay your loan in full.



GCSE ENGLISH

THROUGHOUT THIS ONE YEAR COURSE YOU WILL DEVELOP 
YOUR SPEAKING, LISTENING, READING AND WRITING SKILLS. 

You will read and discuss a range of 
texts, write about material you have read, 
and produce your own pieces of original 
fiction and non-fiction writing.

You will be allocated a tutor and have 
access to all college facilities and any 
additional learning support needs.

COURSE TIMINGS
The course runs over one evening (either 
Monday or Tuesday) from 18.00-20.30 
during term time only.

TOPICS INCLUDE
• Travel writing

• Autobiographies

• Information texts and articles

• Fiction and non-fiction

• Adapting your writing style  
for different mediums.

ASSESSMENT
• Written exams

• Formal assessments

• Presentations.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
• You need to complete a ‘free writing’ 

task, which will be assessed to ensure 
that you have the basic skills required 
to complete the course

• This course is not designed for non-
English speakers.

COURSE FEES
You are not required to pay course fees. 
However, you will be charged a £50 exam 
deposit fee, which will be returned upon 
completion of the exams.



GCSE MATHS

THROUGHOUT THIS ONE YEAR COURSE YOU WILL  
DEVELOP YOUR KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND UNDERSTANDING  
OF MATHEMATICAL METHODS AND CONCEPTS. 

You will acquire, select and apply 
mathematical techniques to solve 
problems.

You will be allocated a tutor and have 
access to all college facilities and any 
additional learning support needs.

COURSE TIMINGS
The course runs over one evening (either 
Monday or Tuesday) from 18.00-20.30 
during term time only.

TOPICS INCLUDE
• Number work

• Algebra

• Ratio & proportion

• Geometry & measure

• Probability

• Statistics.

ASSESSMENT
• Written exams.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
If you did not achieve a grade D/3 or 
above in GCSE Maths, you need to 
complete a short assessment to ensure 
that you have the basic skills required  
to complete the course. 

COURSE FEES
You are not required to pay course fees. 
However, you will be charged a £50 exam 
deposit fee, which will be returned upon 
completion of the exams.



THE APPLICATION PROCESS

KEY DATES
September 2020
Applications open

January - June 2021
Pre-enrolment interviews and 
GCSE course assessments

August 2021
Enrolment interview

September 2021
Courses begin

PRE-ENROLMENT
The pre-enrolment interview takes the 
form of a 1:1 meeting with a member 
of our admissions team where we will 
discuss your career goals, your course 
selection and any additional learning 
support requirements that you may have. 
This will take approximately 30 minutes 
and is preceded by a 20 minute English 
and/or Maths assessment, if you have 
applied for a GCSE course.

ENROLMENT
The enrolment process is slightly 
different and takes a minimum of an hour 
to complete. You will undertake a series 
of activities, prior to your 1:1 30 minute 
interview. These activities include: a 
review of your course entry requirement 
paperwork, a data check, fee payment, 
loan paperwork, parking passes and ID 
badge set up.

MAKING AN APPLICATION
You can apply for courses in one of two ways:

1. Complete an online application via our website at www.richardtaunton.ac.uk

2. Complete a paper based application. You can download and print a copy 
from our website, or request one by contacting our admissions team on 
02380 514776 or admissions@richardtaunton.ac.uk

4. RECEIVE A 
CONDITIONAL 
OFFER LETTER

5. ATTEND 
ENROLMENT 
INTERVIEW

1. DECIDE ON 
YOUR COURSES

2. APPLY FROM 
SEPTEMBER

3. ATTEND 
PRE-ENROLMENT 
INTERVIEW

different and takes a minimum of an hour 
to complete. You will undertake a series 
of activities, prior to your 1:1 30 minute 
interview. These activities include: a 



FAQS
WHEN CAN I APPLY?
Applications open in September for 
courses that start in the Autumn of the 
following year. However, we advise you 
to get your application in sooner rather 
than later as the courses fi ll quickly.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN AFTER 
I SUBMIT MY APPLICATION?
You will receive a letter within two to four 
weeks of your application, inviting you to 
a pre-enrolment interview.

CAN I APPLY AFTER THE ACADEMIC 
YEAR HAS STARTED?
We do not normally accept late 
enrolments onto these courses.

WHAT DO THE GCSE COURSE ENTRY 
ASSESSMENTS INVOLVE?
You will be asked to complete a free 
writing task to assess your level of 
literacy. If you are applying to study 
a Maths course, you will be asked to 
provide answers to a series of questions 
from past GCSE Maths papers.

WHY CAN YOU NOT GUARANTEE 
ME A PLACE ON THE COURSE I AM 
APPLYING FOR IMMEDIATELY?
We have a limited amount of funding to 
cover adult study and for this reason we 
cannot guarantee a place to everyone 
who applies until we know how many 
applications by adults will be made.

ARE THERE CHILDCARE
FACILITIES ON-SITE?
We do not have facilities on-site but you 
may be eligible for childcare vouchers. 
Please contact our Student Services 
department for more information.

FURTHER QUESTIONS?
If you have further questions, or 
would like help with your application, 
please contact our admissions team. 

Tel: 02380 514776 or email: 
admissions@richardtaunton.ac.uk



Hill Lane, Southampton, SO15 5RL

admissions@richardtaunton.ac.uk

www.richardtaunton.ac.uk

02380 511 811
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TOGETHER
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